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has given Wales the Welsh Commission, a boon which
the Principality is deeply pondering, Mr* Lloyd George
is detained by mysterious providences from appearing at
Nonconformist gatherings nowadays, but he will have to
explain himself to the nation that has so trusted him. If
Wales is satisfied, there is no more to say, but is there one
Welshman who believes that the present Government will
take up Disestablishment J " Most certainly Wales was
not satisfied: on the contrary, it sent an influential deputa-
tion to wait upon the Prime Minister, and to demand from
him a specific pledge. Always a hater of deception in any
shape or form, Campbell-Bannerman refused to make any
promise; but intimated that if the existing Parliament
were to run its normal course, he would endeavour to carry
a Disestablishment and Disendowment Bill* This promise
was also underlined by Lloyd George in a message which
he sent to the Welsh Congregational Union.
Throughout this unhappy episode, Lloyd George's self-
defence was that he believed as much as ever in the necessity
for Disestablishment, and was fully determined to fight until
it was placed upon the Statute Book; but that until the
issue between Commons and Lords had been settled, it
would be futile to proceed with a Bill. The House of Lords,
if left in full possession of its power of veto, would never
pass a measure of Welsh Disestablishment and Disendow-
ment. Let Welsh Liberals, then, he argued, keep their
fighting ranks in order, and give to the Government their
fullest support in the fast-approaching battle with the
Upper House. That there was force in this line of argu-
ment was fully appreciated in Wales; nevertheless, mis-
givings were by no means removed. What would be the
position of Disestablishment in an election following a
Parliament in which it had never been put before the House
in the form of a Bill ? Such an election would presumably